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What is CSCS?

• Construction Skills Certification Scheme is a card registration 
scheme introduced in 1995, for construction operati ves, 
supervisors and managers

• Two key aims : 

– Helps workers prove they are competent to do their job

– Shows they have health and safety awareness

• Now includes Architects, Engineers, Surveyors and o ther 
Professionals who attend site and need to be aware of their 
responsibilities for safety



Aims of CSCS

Cowboys outQuality up Accidents down



Owners: CSCS Ltd

Led by a board representing the industry comprising  of:
6 owners bodies

• Construction Confederation
• Federation of Master Builders
• GMB Trade Union 
• National Specialist Contractors Council
• T&G section of UNITE
• Union of Construction, Allied Trades & Technicians

Also representation from other key industry figures
• Construction Industry Council
• Construction Clients
• An independent Director 



• National Call Centre

• Records Centre

• Database Management

• Issuing of Cards

CSCS Ltd has a service contract with ConstructionSk ills who provide 
the following key services to CSCS:

Service Provider : ConstructionSkills



Cardholders Occupations Open
1 April 1995 0 5

31 Dec 1995 800 10

01 Sept 2001 165,000 47

31 Dec 2005 816,000                                   250

31 Dec 2006 965,000 276

28 Feb 2009 1,410,000 352

Growth and Scope



Green construction site 
operative card for

general site workers & basic 
site skills NVQ Level 1

Red trainee card for 
individuals registered for an 

NVQ

Experienced worker card.  
Must have employer 

recommendation and/or be 
registered for NVQ 2 or higher

Blue skilled card for NVQ 2 
achievers or equivalent 

Gold card based on
NVQ 3 for supervisors

and technicians

Platinum card based on 
NVQ 4 for managers

Black card based on NVQ 5 
for senior managers

CSCS Cards Explained

Gold skilled card for NVQ 3 
achievers or equivalent

White Construction Related 
Occupations card covers those 

occupations without NVQ.



Yellow regular visitors card

Professionally Qualified 
Person card – for non-site 
based professionals.

CSCS Cards Explained



Routes to a Card

Skilled cards are valid for 5 years and have variou s routes to gain them:

• N/SVQ in selected trade

• Industry Accreditation. Employer sponsorship but being phased out as we mov e 
to a qualified workforce by 2010

• Apprenticeship

• Experienced Worker / Manager working towards N/SVQ (temporary cards 

valid for 1 year or 3 years)

• Professional Membership



• All routes require applicants to pass the health an d safety test

• 40 multiple-choice questions to be answered in 45 m inutes

• Questions taken from an approved selection covering  topics 
such as general responsibilities, working at height s, site 
hazards, understanding warning signs and noise and vibration

• Test taken at 151 locations; 60 bricks and mortar, 91 visited on a 
regular basis by mobile units

Health & Safety Test 



SkillsDirect

0870 850 5262

CSCS 

0844 576 8777



CSCS 

0844 576 8777 



SkillsDirect

0844 248 5262



Why SkillsDirect?

• Single entry point – minimise confusion

• Reduce barriers to obtaining a card / qualification

• Simplify the process and reduce rejections

• Efficiency savings

• Zero tolerance requires critical mass 
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Costs

• CSCS cards cost £24.47

• Health and Safety test £17.50. 

Total cost – £41.97 



Affiliations & Amalgamated Schemes

10 other schemes have affiliated to CSCS.  They hav e the same 
competence and health and safety requirements. 

• CCDO (Demolition)

• CISRS (Scaffolders)

• CSR (Northern Ireland)

• ECS (Electricians)

• SkillCard (HVACR)

• JIP-PMES (Plumbers Eng & 
Wales) 

• CPCS (Plant Operators)

• SNJIB (Plumbers Scot & NI)

• EUSR (Utilities)

• ACE (Engineering 
Construction) 



Affiliations & Amalgamated Schemes



Clients 

• OGC commitment

• ODA, Sainsbury’s, ASDA, BAA, councils, housing asso ciations 

etc

Commitment to a CSCS fully carded workforce on all NHS sites 
through OGC commitment

Drivers - Clients



Scheme Drivers  - Contractors

• Following 2001 H&S Summit commitments made by

– Major Contractors Group, now know as UKCG
– Civil Engineering Contractors Association

– National Federation of Builders

• Major Home Builders Group

– Fully carded workforce by end of 2007
– Fully qualified workforce by end of 2010





Scheme Future

• Insistence by more clients and contractors 

• Increasing Government pressure

• Continuing rapid growth - 30,000 applications per mo nth currently

• Smartcard

• Links to Constructing Better Health




